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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of Decenber 27, 1974 (P.L.995, No.326),

entitled "An act regulating the practice of veterinary
medi ci ne and i nposing penalties,” further providing for
definitions, for board approval of certain schools and
col |l eges, for additional duties of board, for biennial
education requirenments and for grounds for disciplinary
proceedi ngs; providing for records and i nspection of records;

AND further providing for exenptions and excepti ons—and <—

i F il | h . .

The General Assenbly of the Commonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Sections 3, 4(a), 8, 11, 18 and 21 of the act of
Decenber 27, 1974 (P.L.995, No.326), known as the Veterinary
Medi cine Practice Act, anended May 9, 1986 (P.L. 166, No.54), are
amended to read:

Section 3. Definitions.--As used in this act:

(1) "Board" nmeans the Pennsylvania State Board of Veterinary
Medi ci ne.

(2) "Hearing" nmeans any proceeding initiated before the



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

board in which the legal rights, duties, privileges or
immunities of a specific party or parties are deterni ned.

(3) "Conplainant” nmeans the board or any other person who
initiates a proceeding.

(4) "Respondent"” neans any person agai nst whom a proceedi ng
is initiated.

(5) "Current licensee or certificate holder" nmeans the
hol der of a current license to practice veterinary nedicine or
the holder of a certificate of [animal health] veterinary
technician, which Iicense or certificate was issued under this
act and whi ch has not been suspended or revoked and has not
expired.

(6) "Tenporary permt" nmeans tenporary perm ssion to

practice veterinary nedicine issued pursuant to section 10.

(7) "Veterinary college" nmeans any board approved veterinary

school, legally organi zed, [whose course of study in the art and
science of veterinary nedicine shall have been approved by the
board and placed on its published list of approved schools.]

that is accredited by an accrediti ng agency for veterinary

medi ci ne prograns recogni zed by the United States Departnent of

Educati on.

(8) "Licensed doctor of veterinary nedicine" means a person
qgual i fied by educational training and experience in the science
and techni ques of veterinary medicine and who is currently
l'icensed by the board to practice veterinary nedicine.

(9) "Veterinary nedicine" neans that branch of medicine
whi ch deals with the diagnosis, prognosis, treatnent,
adm ni stration, prescription, operation or manipul ation or

application of any apparatus or appliance for any disease, pain,

deformty, defect, injury, wound [or], physical condition or
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nental condition requiring nedication of any animal or for the

prevention of or the testing for the presence of any di sease.
(10) "Practice of veterinary nedicine" includes, but is not

limted to, the practice by any person who (i) diagnoses,

[ prescribes, or admi nisters a drug, nedicine, biological

product, appliance, application, or treatnment of whatever

nature, for the prevention, cure or relief of a wound, fracture

or bodily injury or disease of animals,] treats, corrects,

changes, relieves or prevents ani nal di sease, deformty, injury

or other physical, nental or dental conditions by any nethod or

node, including the prescription or adm ni stration of any drug,

medi ci ne, bi ol ogi c, apparatus, application, anesthetic or other

t her apeuti c or diagnostic substance or technique, (ii) perforns

a surgical operation, including cosnmetic surgery, upon any
animal, (iii) perfornms any nmanual procedure upon an animal for
the diagnosis or treatnment of sterility or infertility of
animals, (iv) represents hinself as engaged in the practice of
veterinary nedicine, (v) offers, undertakes, or holds hinself
out as being able to diagnose, treat, operate, vaccinate, or
prescri be for any animal disease, pain, injury, deformty, or
physi cal condition [or], (vi) uses any words, letters, or titles
in such connection or under such circunstances as to induce the
belief that the person using themis engaged in the practice of
veterinary nedi cine and such use shall be prima facie evidence
of the intention to represent hinself as engaged in the practice

of veterinary nedicine[.], (vii) perforns diagnostic veterinary

pat hol oqy, (viii) inplants electronic identification, as

deterni ned by the board, upon any aninal, (iXx) renders advice or

reconmendati on by any neans i ncl uding the el ectronic

transm ssion of data with regard to any of the above, or (Xx)
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renoves any enbryo froman animal for the purpose of

transferring such enbryo i nto another ani mal or cryopreserving

such enbryo, except it shall not be considered the practice of

veterinary nedi ci ne when: (a) a person or his full-tine enpl oyee

renoves or transfers an enbryo fromthe person's own aninals for

t he purpose of transferring or cryopreserving the enbryo, so

|l ong as ownership of the animal is not transferred or enpl oynent

of the person is not changed for the purpose of circunventing

this act, or (b) a person independently, with indirect

veterinary supervision, inplants any enbryo i nto an ani nal .

[(11) "Animal health technician" neans any person who is a
graduate of a board-approved program of animal health technol ogy
and is enployed within the field of veterinary nedicine within
t he neaning of this act who, for conpensation or personal
profit, is enployed by, or under the supervision of, a
veterinarian to performsuch duties as are required in the
physi cal care of animals and in carrying out of assignnments
directed by a |icensed veterinarian and requiring an
under st andi ng of ani nmal science but not requiring the
prof essional skill and judgnent of a licensed veterinarian.]

(12) "Veterinary technol ogy" neans the science and art of

providing all aspects of professional nedical care and treat nent

for animals as determ ned by board regul ation, with the

excepti on of di agnosi s, prognosis, surgery and prescripti on of

medi cati ons. The termincludes, but is not limted to, surgical

nursi ng, induction and nai nt enance of anesthesia, preparation

and di spensi ng of pharnaceuticals, biologicals and

ectoparasiticides, adm nistration of nedication by all routes,

dental prophyl axis, perfornmance of di agnostic i magi ng, physi cal

exan nati ons, energency and critical care nursing, including

20010H1742B4632 - 4 -
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cat heteri zation by all routes, collection and adm ni strati on of

bl ood products, external cardi opul nonary resuscitati on and

perform ng | aboratory procedures in henmatol ogy, clinical

chem stry, parasitol ogy and m crobi ol ogy.

(13) "Certified veterinary technician" neans an i ndi vi dual

who has successfully conpl eted a boar d- approved post-hi gh school

program of veterinary technol ogy accredited by an accrediting

agency for veterinary technol ogy prograns recogni zed by the

United States Departnent of Education, is certified by the board

as a veterinary technician and who nay practice veterinary

t echnol ogy under appropriate supervision of a |licensed

veterinarian as defined by board requl ati on. Unl ess aut hori zed

to practice veterinary technol ogy under this act, an individual

may not practice veterinary technol ogy nor use the title

"certified veterinary technician," or the abbreviation "CVT."

(14) "Veterinary assistant" neans an enpl oyee of a

veterinari an who does not hold certification as a veterinary

t echni ci an and whom the veteri nari an deens conpetent to

i i i ) | 1 ) -
) | i ) .. ) i
veterinary—supervision PERFORM TASKS | NVOLVED | N THE CARE AND <—

TREATMENT OF ANI MALS as defined by board requl ati on

(15) "Veterinarian-client-patient rel ati onshi p* neans a

rel ati onship satisfying all of the following conditions: (i) the

veterinari an has assuned the responsibility for naking

veterinary nedi cal judgments regarding the health of an ani nal

and the need for veterinary nedical treatnent, and the client,

owner or caretaker of the animal has agreed to foll ow the

i nstructions of the veterinarian; (ii) the veterinarian has

sufficient know edge of the aninal to initiate at | east a
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general, prelimnary or tentative di agnosis of the nedi cal

condition of the aninal; (iii) the veterinarian i s acquai nted

with the keeping and care of the animal by virtue of an

exanm nation of the aninmal or nedically appropriate and tinely

visits to the prenm ses where the animal is kept: (iv) the

veterinarian is available for consultation in cases of adverse

reactions to or failure of the regi men of therapy; (v) the

veterinarian nai ntains records on the ani mal exani ned in

accordance with requl ati ons establi shed by the board.

Section 4. Pennsylvania State Board of Veterinary Mdical
Exam ners.--(a) There is hereby established within the
Departnment of State the State Board of Veterinary Medicine. The
board shal |l consist of nine nenbers, as follows:

(1) The Conm ssioner of Professional and Cccupati onal
Affairs.

(2) Two nenbers representing the general public who shall be
appoi nted by the Governor with the advice and consent of a
majority of the nenbers elected to the Senate.

(3) Five nenbers, appointed by the Governor with the advice
and consent of a majority of the menbers elected to the Senate,
who are licensed to practice veterinary nedici ne under the | aws
of this Commonweal th and who have been engaged in the full-tine
practice of veterinary nedicine in this Conmonweal th for at
| east five years inmediately preceding their appointnent.

(4) One nenber, appointed by the Governor with the advice
and consent of a majority of the menbers elected to the Senate,

who is certified as [an animal health] a veterinary technician

in accordance with this act.

* * %

Section 8. Board May Approve Schools and Col | eges of

20010H1742B4632 - 6 -
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Veterinary Medicine and Prograns of [Animal Health] Veterinary

Technol ogy. -- The board nay approve schools and col | eges of
veterinary nedi cine and prograns of [animal health] veterinary

t echnol ogy [whi ch mai ntain standards of training and

reputability sufficient to admt their graduates to the

exam nations required by the board.] that are accredited by an

accredi ting agency for veterinary nedi ci ne and veterinary

t echnol ogy prograns recogni zed by the United States Departnent

of Educati on.

Section 11. Additional Duties of Board of Exam ners; [ Ani nal
Heal th] Veterinary Technicians.--It shall further be the
responsi bility of the board to pronul gate by regul ation the
qual i fications and requirenents for the certification and
regul ation of [animal health] veterinary technicians. Such
regul ati ons shall provide for disciplinary action and shal
prescri be the grounds for such action. The board shall have
authority to establish reasonable fees for certification as
herei nafter provided in this act.

Section 18. Biennial Educational Requirenents.--Each

[license] holder of a license to practice veterinary nedicine

under this act shall be required to [attend eight] conplete

thirty clock hours of educational progranms in the twenty-four

nmont hs precedi ng each renewal date[.], and each holder of a

certificate to practice veterinary technol ogy under this act

shall be required to conpl ete si xteen cl ock hours of educati onal

prograns in the twenty-four nonths precedi ng each renewal date.

Certification of such [attendance] conpletion shall be in
accordance with regul ati ons of the board. Al such educati onal
prograns shall be first approved by the board and shall neet the

standards [to be] pronul gated by the board to ensure that the

20010H1742B4632 - 7 -
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prograns neet the educational and professional requirenments of
the profession and are designed to keep the nenbers of the
prof essi on abreast with current |earning and schol arshi p. No
credit shall be given for any course in office nanagenent or
practice buil ding.

Section 21. Gounds for Disciplinary Proceedings.--The board

shal |l suspend or revoke any license or certificate or otherw se

di sci pline an applicant [or], licensee or certificate hol der who

is found guilty by the board or by a court of one or nore of the
fol | ow ng:

(1) WIful or repeated violations of any provisions of this
act or any of the rules and regul ati ons of the board.

(2) Fraud or deceit in the procuring or attenpting to
procure a license to practice veterinary medicine or presenting
to the board di shonest or fraudul ent evidence of qualifications.
Fraud or deception in the process of exam nation for the purpose
of securing a |icense.

(3) The wilful failure to display a license.

(4) Fraud, deception, msrepresentation, dishonest or
illegal practices in or connected with the practice of
veterinary nedici ne.

(5) WIfully making any m srepresentation in the inspection
of food for human consunpti on.

(6) Fraudulently issuing or using any health certificate,

i nspection certificate, vaccination certificate, test chart or
ot her blank fornms used in the practice of veterinary nmedicine to
prevent the dissem nation of animal disease. Transportation of

di seased animals or the sale of inedible products of aninal
origin for human consunpti on.

(7) Fraud or dishonesty in applying, treating or reporting

20010H1742B4632 - 8 -
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on any di agnostic or other biological test.

(8) Failure to keep the equi pnent and prem ses of the
busi ness establishnent in a clean and sanitary condition.

(9) Refusing to permt the board, or duly authorized
representatives of the board, to inspect the business prem ses
of the licensee [during regular business hours].

(10) GCirculating untrue, fraudulent, m sleading or deceptive
adverti sing.

(11) Inconpetence, gross negligence or other mal practice, or
the departure from or failure to conformto, the standards of
acceptabl e and prevailing veterinary nmedical practice, in which
case actual injury need not be established.

(12) Engaging in practices in connection with the practice
of veterinary nedicine which are in violation of the standards
of professional conduct as defined herein or prescribed by the

rul es of the board.

(13) Revocation [or], suspension or other disciplinary

medi ci ne or_veterinary technology in that state on grounds

simlar to those which in this State allow disciplinary
proceedi ngs, in which case the record of such revocation [or],

suspensi on or _other disciplinary action shall be conclusive

evi dence.

(14) Conviction of a violation of "The Controll ed Substance,
Drug, Device and Cosnetic Act” in which case a record of
convi ction shall be conclusive evidence.

(15) Conviction of a felony or m sdeneanor crine related to

the profession or crine of noral turpitude in the courts of this

State or any other state, territory or country which, if

commtted in this State, would be deenmed a felony or ni sdeneanor

20010H1742B4632 - 9 -
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crine related to the profession or crine of noral turpitude and

suspensi on or revocation of the license is in the best interest
of the public health and the general safety and welfare of the
publi c.

A record of conviction in a court of conpetent jurisdiction
shall be sufficient evidence for disciplinary action to be taken
as may be deemed proper by the board.

(16) Permtting or allow ng another to use his or her
license for the purpose of treating or offering to treat sick,
injured or afflicted ani mals.

(17) Engaging in the practice of veterinary nedicine under a
fal se or assumed nane or the inpersonation of another
practitioner of a like, simlar or different nane.

(18) Maintaining a professional or business connection with
any ot her person who continues to violate any of the provisions
of this act or rules of the board after ten days' notice in
witing by the board.

(19) Addiction to the habitual use of intoxicating |liquors,
narcotics or stinmulants to such an extent as to incapacitate him
or her fromthe performance of his or her professional
obl i gati ons and duti es.

(20) Professional inconpetence.

(21) The wilful making of any fal se statenent as to nateri al
matter in any oath or affidavit which is required by this act.

(22) Knowi ngly maintaining a professional connection or
association with any person who is in violation of this act or
regul ati on of the board or know ngly aiding, assisting,
securing, advising, or having in the |licensee's enpl oynent any
unlicensed person to practice veterinary medicine contrary to

this act or regulations of the board.

20010H1742B4632 - 10 -



(23) Failing to furnish a copy of a patient's nedi cal

records or failing to provide a patient's radi ographs to anot her

treating veterinarian, hospital or clinic upon the witten

request of an owner or owner's agent, or failing to provide the

owner or owner's agent with a copy of the nedical records w thin

a reasonabl e period of tine and upon proper request or waiver by

the owner or owner's agent, or failing to conply with any other

|l aw or reqgulation relating to nedical records. The furni shing of

a sunmary of a patient's nedical records shall be pernissible

only when a summary and not a copy of the records i s requested.

(24) Failing to maintain required veterinary nedical,

surgi cal and/or di agnostic procedure | ogs and/ or nedi cal

records.

Section 2. The act is anmended by adding a section to read:

Section 27.1. Records; |nspection of Records.--(a) A

veterinarian subject to the provisions of this section shall, as

requi red by requl ati on of the board, keep or cause to be kept a

witten record of all aninmals or groups of aninals, as the case

may be, receiving veterinary services, and provide a sunmary or

copy of that record to the owner of the ani nal s when request ed.

The m ni num anount of informati on which shall be included in

witten or electronically nmai ntai ned records and sunmari es and

the m ni mum duration of time for which a veterinari an shal

retain the records or a conplete copy of the records shall be

est abl i shed by the board.

(b)Y (1) Copies of all records required to be kept by a

veterinarian under this section, including, but not limted to,

records pertaining to diagnosis and treatnent of animals and

records pertaining to drugs or devices for use on animals, shal

be provided to the board i nmedi ately upon request. The records

20010H1742B4632 - 11 -
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shall al so be open to inspection by the board or its authori zed

representatives during an i nspection as part of an inspection

program adopted by the board or during an i nvestigati on

initiated in response to a conplaint that a |li censee has

violated any | aw or regul ati on that constitutes grounds for

di sciplinary acti on by the board.

(2) Equi pnent and drugs on the prem ses or any ot her pl ace

where veterinary nedicine, dentistry or surgery is being

practiced, or otherwise in the possession of a veterinarian for

pur poses of the practice of veterinary nedicine, shall be open

to i nspection by the board or its authorized representatives

during an inspection as part of an i nspection program adopted by

the board or during an investigation initiated in response to a

conplaint that a |licensee has violated any | aw or requl ati on

whi ch constitutes grounds for disciplinary acti on by the board.

Section 3. Section 32 of the act, anended May 9, 1986
(P.L.166, No.54), is anended to read:

Section 32. Exenptions and Exceptions.--This act shall not
apply to:

(1) Students in schools or colleges of veterinary nedicine
and prograns of [animal health] veterinary technol ogy approved
by the board pursuant to section 8 in the performance of duties
or actions assigned by their instructors or when working under
the i medi ate supervision of a |licensee.

(2) [Any lawfully qualified doctor of veterinary nedicine
residing in sonme other state or country when neeting in

consultation with a Iicensed doctor of veterinary mnedicine of

this State.] Licensed veterinarians in good standing with their

respective states who are called fromtheir states, provi nces of

Canada or United States territories to consult with |Iicensees of

20010H1742B4632 - 12 -
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this State but who: (i) do not open an office or appoint a pl ace

to do business within this State; (ii) do not print or use

| etterhead or business cards reflecting addresses in this State;

(iii) do not establish answering services or advertise the

exi stence of a practice's address within this State; (iv) do not

practice veterinary nedi cine as consultants renderi ng servi ces

directly to the public without the directi on and consul tati on of

|i censees of this State nore than 16 days per cal endar year; or

(v) are providing services for organi zati ons conducti ng public

events lasting |l ess than ten days that utilize aninmals in need

of veterinary exam nations, treatnents or oversi ght to pronote

the safety and health of the public, the event or the ani nal

parti ci pants.

(3) Any doctor of veterinary nedicine in the enploy of the
United States Governnent while actually engaged in the
performance of his or her official duties: Provided, however,
That this exenption shall not apply to such person when he or
she is not engaged in carrying out his or her official duties or
is not working at the installations for which his or her
servi ces were engaged.

(4) Any person or his or her regular enploye or _agent while
practicing veterinary nedicine on his or her own animals. This
exenption shall not apply in the case of a tenporary transfer of
ownership of an animal to a person not |icensed in accordance
with this act if the purpose of the transfer is the rendering of
veterinary treatnment or care by such unlicensed person

(5) Accredited schools, institutions, foundations, business
corporations or associations, physicians |licensed to practice

nmedi ci ne and surgery in all its branches[, graduate doctors of

veterinary nedicine] or persons under the direct supervision

20010H1742B4632 - 13 -
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t hereof, which or who conduct experinents, and scientific
research on animals in the devel opnment of pharnaceuti cal s,

bi ol ogi cal s, serums, or nmethods of treatnent or techniques for

the diagnosis or treatnment of human ail nents or graduate doctors

of veterinary nedicine when engaged in the study and devel opnent

of nmethods and techniques directly or indirectly applicable to

the problens and practice of veterinary medicine or when engaged

in the practice of veterinary nedicine in a facility or program

operated by a board-approved school of veterinary nedi ci ne or

veterinary technol ogy.

(6) Any nurse, |aboratory technician or other enploye of a
i censed doctor of veterinary mnedici ne when adm ni stering
medi cation or rendering auxiliary or supporting assistance under
t he responsi bl e supervision of such Iicensed practitioner,
provi ded that this exenption shall not apply to the performnce
of duties by any enploye other than a nurse or |aboratory
technician if those duties require an understandi ng of ani nmal
science and provided further that this exenption shall not apply
to any graduate of a board-approved school or coll ege of
veterinary nedicine or to any graduate of a board-approved
program of ani mal heal th technol ogy.

(7) Any person perform ng normal husbandry practices on
bovi ne, porcine, caprine, ovine or equine animals or avis.

(8) Any person perfornm ng groom ng Servi ces on cani ne or

feline ani mal s.

(9) The care and rehabilitation of wildlife species by

wildlife rehabilitators.

(10) The preparation, mxing, alteration or providi ng of

aninal feed, including the additi on of any substance to ani nal

feed for purposes of inproving the nutritional quality of the

20010H1742B4632 - 14 -



feed, maintaining or inproving the health or productivity of the

ani nal or preventi ng ani nal di sease.

(11) Farriers or persons actively engaged in the art or

pr of essi on of hor seshoei ng.
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Section 5 4. This act shall take effect

16 -

in 60 days.



